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Abstract

The main aim of this paper is to shed light on causes, of the Rwandan genocide, some of the theoretical approaches that can apply to this specific war and ways it could have been prevented. Rwanda is one of world’s smallest nation located in East Africa few degrees south of the equator and share its boarders with nations such as Uganda, Burundi, Tanzania and DRC. This particular nation is generally elevated and chain of hills dominates its geography to its west and savannah plains to its eastern side. 
The war in Rwanda which also popularly referred to as Rwandan genocide, begun in the 90’s. It was genocide against the Tutsi. The civil war lasted over a period of 100 days which involved the two main ethnic groups in Rwanda, the Hutu and the Tutsi.  The Hutu community who were the majority population butchered more than 800,000 Tutsis. The civil war that begun in the nation’s capital. city, Kigali, spread throughout Rwanda. The Hutu officials in government incited their ethnic group to attack their fellow countrymen. Before the, the Tutsi community staged a coupe through the army, hundreds of thousands Rwandese had been killed and over two million had escaped their country to seek refuge elsewhere.
Since it is clearly evident that this genocide was mainly as a result of ethnic differences between the two major tribes in Rwanda, there were measures that could have been taken to prevent it. One way to stop thus was by sending peace keeping troops and elevating their responsibility from just being observers to protecting the innocent citizens. It was also noted that FM radio stations were used as channels of perpetuating tribal hatred and incitements among citizens of Rwanda. Therefore, ensuring that such stations were off the air could have greatly reduced the chances of having a genocide.
Introduction
Wars have been fought since time in memorial. Back then, ancient wars were fought before the current modern warfare. Modern wars involve incorporating techniques, concepts and military technological might that have come into play after world wars 1 and 2. These wars have evolved over time entailing very minimal confrontation between professional army soldiers hence becoming more of suburb and street conflicts between army personnel and civilian rebels of the same nation. This kind of modern war is exactly what took place in Rwanda back in the year 1994. At that time, this country was had one of the highest population densities in Africa with agriculture being its main economic activity.  Therefore, this paper aims at highlighting the underlying causes that resulted into this war, theoretical approaches applicable to it and steps that could have been considered to prevent it in the first place.

Causes that led to Rwandan Genocide
One of the factors the underlying causes that later on resulted into war in Rwanda is the aspect of colonization. This country was colonized twice by Germany during the period of 1897 to 1916 and later on by Belgium in the year 1916 to 1962. Being colonized actually brewed up enormous differences between the two tribes; the Hutus and Tutsis. Alongside countries such as the then Tanganyika and Burundi, Rwanda was a territory of German East Africa. This was the period between the end of the 19th century to the beginning of 1st World War. However, German lost the war consolidating a solid ground and opportunity for Belgium to take over the Rwandan territory. At this time the two colonizers, Belgium and Germany each fought to befriend and use Tutsi chiefs since they perceived the Hutus to be inferior (Fisanick, 2004). Such attention to the Tutsis slowly led to the discrimination of the Hutus. Furthermore, the Tutsi had more gentry, were slender and tall in stature hence perceived by the European colonialists to be beautiful as compared to the Hutus.  This kind of discrimination, coined the genesis of division between the two tribes.
Increase in population that led to scares resources aggravated the divide between Tutsis and the Hutus. In spite of the longstanding and passionate antagonism, these two tribes actually lived alongside one another in peace before. However, when the Rwandese population started shooting, the country’s resources such as land and food started becoming scarce. The population ballooned in the 20th century to a point the nation struggled to feed and accommodate its citizens. At this time, Rwanda was one of Africa’s most densely populated nation with over eight million citizens. The country experienced acute drought and a widespread starvation period hence rendering its citizens were left with no any prospects, scares food, no education hence giving ground to racial rivalry. The two communities were forced to compete for survival as each one fought for what believed that it’s their rightful resources (Cronin, 2014).
Cultural differences were also another factor that led to the division of the rival ethnic groups in Rwanda. The Hutus mainly practiced horticulture whereas their fellow countrymen were pastoralists. Therefore, with the increase in population in the rural areas, job opportunities shrunk and the two communities become natural adversaries. Hutus were rendered landless wanted somewhere to grow their crops and setup homesteads and on the other hand, the Tutsis wanted the same land as ranges to graze and look after their herds. The acute shortage of land saw a huge chunk of Tutsi’s population bundled out of their ranches to give room for Hutus to farm and build homesteads on them (Major, 2015). This move worked and the Hutus knew that with eradication of the Tutsis from Rwanda would be a solution to most of their problems. The Hutus hampered much hatred to their fellow citizens worked round the clock to frustrate their stay in their own motherland.
Religion on the other hand played a significant role in building a divide between these two communities. Most of the Rwandese were Christians by religion and Catholics to be specific. Even with this nation’s dense human population, those working in government and those running churches fiercely campaigned against birth control measures. The church goers stormed all chemists in Kigali and destroyed any form of contraceptives that had even gotten an approval of the Ministry of Interior. Many suggest that when Christianity was brought by colonialists, the Rwandese abandoned their culture and focused more on religion. Previously, the Rwandese perceived people as family, close ally or third entities. However, the invasion of religion automatically switched their perception and hence they started viewing people as either a mere friend or an enemy. Such perception was stronger especially when the subject was Hutus or Tutsis. It eventually cultivated stereotypes and prejudices against Tutsis foes.
Theoretical Approaches to Rwandan Genocide
There are several theories that attempt to explain the main causes of wars. However, starting with one coined by Michael Klare, he explains that with the kind of world today, several modern wars are ethnic based and are mainly as a result of scarce resources such as minerals, oil, water and land and among many more. Michael goes ahead to highlight that most of these wars take place in very poor states especially those with weak or even no stable government in place (Klare, 2008). Most of such African nations get into partnerships with firms with international firms with a global image who help them in marketing their resources worldwide. Therefore, such countries tend to focus more on these resources leaving behind the welfare of their people. They eventually realize too late that its own citizens are their most valuable resources. Just as in Rwanda, the citizens discriminated one another so as to get ahead of each other in terms of resources such as land. This act eventually brewed bitterness and enmity among themselves hence plunging into a genocide.
Irving Janis Group theory is also applicable to the war experienced in Rwanda. Janis indicates that group thinks sets in a time of distress combined with impressions that are negative tend to limit the optimal and proper functioning of the human mind. It is because of the improper internalization of information leading to comprehending challenges and misperception of opinions among those in a group (Janis, 1991). It is essential to note that groups can either bring the best or the worst in people. However, studies indicate that this particular mindset highly necessitates panic mode, mindless conformity and eventually misinformed judgment. This theory suitably applies to the war in Rwanda. In that, the colonialists had a collectively had a negatively perception towards the Hutus. They viewed the Tutsis to be more superior to other tribes. This kind of superiority was based on looks, since Hutus were a bit thin and slender hence were Europeans’ definition of beauty. Despite the fact that Tutsi and Hutus had stayed together in harmony before colonization, the two ethnic communities turned against one another just because of a group perception. The rift grew and eventually saw them go to war.
How the genocide could have been prevented in Rwanda
As earlier on stated, a genocide can be perceived in another angle to be murdering members of a certain group with the aim of partially or fully wiping out that specific group. Such group may be a religious group, a national, racial or ethical group. In the year 1994, the international community sat back and watched the butchering of more than 800,000 Rwandese who were mostly drawn from Tutsi community. These killings happened within a span of hundred days. The war catalyzed by the killing the Rwandan president by the Tutsi rebels group when he plan plane was preparing to land. The Hutu led government did not take this incident lightly hence turned the heat on the Tutsi rebel army. This incident led to the Rwandan genocide, whose effects are still fresh in most parts of this country and even in neighboring countries such as DRC where most Rwandese flew to to seek refuge. Such deadly wars that end up as genocides do not just startup overnight, there are signs that show that such a massacre is bound to take place anytime. Therefore, Rwandan genocide could have been prevented if certain measures were taken in a timely manner.
First and foremost, since signs of a genocide likelihood show up early, the most appropriate way to contain it is by dealing with the main causes of conflict and violence. It would have been the responsibility of the international community to pull together and get solutions of the animosity, discernments, tyranny, dehumanization and intolerance that had rocked the citizens of Rwanda (Drumbl, 2013). Such an initiative would have come in handy especially with the support of the United Nations by offering and sponsoring diplomatic, political and institutional undertakings to support this course. The same body with other global partners would have championed for human rights and offer humanitarian aid to the people of Rwanda.
Bringing justice to the affect community would have also been appropriate in preventing a genocide. Those responsible would have been brought to book especially when there is an effective judicial system in place. However, even if a country lacks this capacity, the International Criminal Court steps in to carryout investigations and possibly prosecute the wrong doers. This body is independent from the United Nations and is empowered to work within its Statute. Therefore, the court would have acted against those who sort to using military forces on its own citizen before considering basic measures such as coming up with appropriate laws and policies to prevent Rwanda from going into war its own people.
Conclusion

In a nutshell, tact of war has significantly evolved over time. In the modern world, people have devised new techniques, technology and concepts to fight in order to maintain their battle prowess. A good example is the war that broke out between the Hutus and Tutsis of Rwanda in the year 1994. This war eventually resulted into a genocide, with over 800,000 Rwandese losing their lives and more than two million seeking refuge in neighboring countries. The cracks that divided and claimed the unity of this country started way back during the invasion of the colonizers. The white men discriminated and oppressed one community, making the one more powerful and wealthy. This action resulted in antagonism between the two communities who fiercely rivaled one another. Since the genocide was foreseen way back, several measures could have been taken to prevent it. The international community could have stepped in early enough and provided humanitarian assistant, championed for human rights among other ways. Lastly, the ICC could have issued sanctions the perpetrators early enough and warned them of dire consequences if they did nothing to stop the war from materializing. 
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